
The Writing Center    Clarion University of Pa.    ©2009  

 

Making Decisions ab out  Verb  

Tense 
 

Verb s id en t if y sp ecif ic act ions. 

 

Verb  t ense id en t if ies a p ar t icu lar  t im e w hen an  act ion  occur red . 

 

Som et im es m ain  verb s t hat  id en t if y t he act ion  have t o  t eam  up  w it h  

auxiliary/help ing verb s (is/w as/w ill/has/had /et c.) t o  ind icat e t he t im e o f  t he 

act ion . 

 
 
 
Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 
 
 
 
 
 
*Past Perfect: shows action occurring before another past action 
**Future Perfect: shows action occurring before another future action 

 
 
[**future perfect: will have] 
 
[future perfect progressive: will have been] 

 
[future: will] 
 
[future progressive: will be] 

 
[present] 
[present progressive: am/is/are] 
[present perfect: has/have] 
[present perfect progressive: has/have] 

 
[past] 
 
[past progressive: was/were] 

 
[*past perfect: had] 

 
[past perfect progressive: had been] 

 

I had eaten pancakes Sunday. 

 

I had been eating pancakes before the eggs were served. 

 

 

I ate pancakes on Monday. 

 

I was eating pancake on Monday. 

If  

today is 

Tuesday 

 

 

I will have eaten pancakes by the time you arrive. 

 

I will have been eating pancakes all morning. 

 

 

I will eat pancakes on Wednesday. 

 

I will be eating pancakes on Wednesday. 

 

I eat pancakes. 

I am eating pancakes today. 

I have eaten pancakes all morning. 

I have been eating pancakes all morning. 


