Making Decisions about Verb
Tense

Verbsidentify specific actions.
Verb tense identifiesa particular time when an action occurred.
Sometimes main verbsthat identify the action have to team up with

auxiliary/helping verbs (is/was/will/has/had/etc.)to indicate the time of the
action.

| had eaten pancakes Sunday. [*past perfect: had]

Sunda

| had been eating pancakes before the eggs were served, | [Pastperiect progressive: had beenl

| ate pancakes on Monday. [past]

. [past progressive: was/were]
I was eating pancake on Monday.

| eat pancakes. {presen:] o s
. : present progressive: am/is/are
today is | am eating pancakes today. [present perfect: has/have]

Tuesday I have eaten pancakes all morning. [present perfect progressive: has/have]
I have been eating pancakes all morning.

Wednesday I will eat pancakes on Wednesday. Muture: wil

[future progressive: will be]
I will be eating pancakes on Wednesday.

I will have eaten pancakes by the time you arrive. [**future perfect: will have]
Thursday

. . . future perfect progressive: will have been
I will have been eating pancakes all morning. future pertect prog ]

*Past Perfect: shows action occurring before another past action
**Future Perfect: shows action occurring before another future action
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